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amplification, by attenuation (of the things of sense^) and other similar
devices which it is unnecessary to recount. Hence it is by no means-
strange that those things which of themselves rush in and excite the
sense make a more lively impression on the mind than that made by
objects which the mind itself constructs out of the material that chances
to meet its senses and which it grasps, being receptive in so far only
as it is given the opportunity of so acting. Also you indeed call
material things doubtful; but if you cared to confess the truth, you
would acknowledge that you are not less certain of the existence of the
body which you inhabit, and of all the things that surround you, than
of your own existence. And if you manifest yourself to yourself by
that operation alone which is called thought, how does that compare
with the manifestations of things of this sort ? They indeed are
made manifest not only by various operations, but also by many
other highly convincing circumstances, by their magnitude, figure^
solidity, colour, savour, etc., so that, though they are external to you,
it is by no means strange that you should know and comprehend them
more distinctly than yourself. But you ask how 'it is possible ta
understand something foreign to you better than yourself. I reply
that the case of the eye, which sees other things but does not see itself>
illustrates how this is possible.

1. i But/ you ask, ' what then am I ? A thing which thinks.
What is a thing which thinks ? It is a thing which doubts, under-
stands, affirms, denies, wills, refuses, which also imagines and feels/
You mention many things here which in themselves cause me no
difficulty. This alone makes me pause, your saying that you are a
thing which feels. It is indeed strange, for you had previously
maintained the opposite; or perchance did you mean that in addition
to yourself there is a corporeal faculty residing in the eye, in the
ear, and in the other organs, which receiving the semblance of things,
gives rise to the act of sensation in a way that allows you thereupon
to complete it, and brings it to pass that you are really the very self
which sees, Iiears and perceives other things ? It is for this reason, in
my opinion, that you make sensation as well as imagination a species
of thought. So be it; but look to it, nevertheless, that that sensation
which exists in the brutes, since it is not dissimilar to your sensation^
be not capable of earning the title of thought also, and that thus the
brutes themselves may have a mind not dissimilar to your own.

You will say, I, holding the citadel in the brain, receive what-
soever is sent me by the (animal2)  spirits which permeate the
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